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divorce law is reformed, and the law has already
advanced in this direction by the provision for
illegitimate dependents both during the war and
in the existing Workmen's Compensation Acts. So
far as restriction goes the main business of the State
is to protect young persons, and it utterly neglects
this duty as regards the protection of young boys
from women. For example, a nurse in a domestic
household can deprave the boys under her charge
as much as she likes, and often does so, without
committing any criminal offence.

I now come to what are known as unnatural
practices. The word "unnatural " to some extent
begs the question. Such practices are commonly
called "crimes against nature." It is, however,
contended by those who claim to have specially
studied the subject that the real root of the trouble
is what may be called an innate disharmony, such
for instance as we observe in the sole and other flat
fish. Such fish, instead of swimming on their sides,
perversely insist, as they grow up, on swimming flat
and thus impairing their vision. It is certainly
difficult for any legislator to decide what the modern
State could do and should do to a sole winch swims
flat if the sole were capable of understanding any
system of rewards and punishments ; but the illus-
tration at least illuminates the nature of the problem
with which the State has to deal. The first of such
practices to be dealt with is what passes under the
hybrid word " homosexuality," which word is quite
as unnatural as any flat fish or homosexual person
since it is an impure mixture of Greek and Latin.
It is argued by some writers that there is a fixed